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and Atman, triv&trnan and Paramatman have
to be carefully remembered in order to under-
stand the Vcdanta philosophy. Self, you will
perceive, is a far more abstract name than
soul, but it is meant to express what other
nations have expressed by less abstract terms,
such as sou/, anuua, ^i/xr; or Tn/ev/za. Every one
of these names has still something left of its
original predicative power, such as moving or
breathing, while atman, self, before it was chosen
as a name for soul, had become a mere pronoun,
free from any metaphorical taint, and asserting
nothing beyond existence or self-existence.

These terms were not new technical terms
coined by philosophers. Some of them are very
old terms which occur in the oldest Veclic com-
positions, in the hymns, the Brahmawas, and
finally in the Upanishads.

The etymological, that is the original, mean-
ing of Brahman is doubtful, and it would take
up too much of our time at present, were
I to attempt to examine all the explanations
of it which have been proposed by Indian and
European scholars. I hope to return to it